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God and under the blessing of the King's edicts, a
condition they are not disposed to change. The
Gospel is freely preached, and not without making
some way. Justice is dispensed to us, we have
towns in which we can take shelter from the storm.
If any infraction of the law occurs, our complaints
are listened to and reparation is usually made. We
might wish that in many localities our places of wor-
ship were nearer and more convenient, that we had
a greater share in the distribution of honours and
offices. . . . But these are things to be desired,
not to be exacted."

So long as Henry lived, the law was observed, and
the Protestants had little reason for complaint; nor
is it easy to see how he could have secured them
against the evils to which they were afterwards ex-
posed. After the promulgation of his edict, the
King wished the national synod, the supreme
authority of the Calvinist Church in spiritual mat-
ters, to elect the two deputies who were to attend
the court as agents of the churches and defenders
of their interests, but he eventually permitted the
meeting for this and other purposes of the political
assemblies, so that at his death both the ecclesiasti-
cal and temporal organisation of the Huguenots
remained unimpaired, and knitted them into a com-
pact and formidable body. They held seventy-five
fortresses, some, such as Saumur, St. Jean d'Angely,
Embrun, La Rochelle, Nimcs, Montauban, of great
importance, and among these seventy-five were not
reckoned the towns and castles belonging to the
domains of the great Protestant nobles.